
  

 

          
 
 

First in Caring 



 

17th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 19, 2021 

*All who are able may stand 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 

Prelude   

Ringing of the Bells 

*Call to Worship 
One: Jesus challenges us in today’s gospel: 
Many: Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all. 
One: Then Jesus took a little child and put it among them; 
and taking the child in his arms, he said to them: 
Many: Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me. 
One: We are still learning today what Jesus came to teach us 
two thousand years ago. To change the world we must 
change the way we love and welcome all children! 
Many: May we learn to love all children as if they were 
our own! 

Invocation 

Hymn # 602: “O Master, Let me Walk with Thee”  
O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service 
free; tell me thy secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the 
fret of care. 

Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning 
word of love; teach me the wayward feet to stay and guide 
them in the homeward way. 

Teach me thy patience; still with thee in closer. Dearer 
company, in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust 
that triumphs over wrong.                                                
In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s 
broadening way; in peace that only thou canst give, with 
thee, O Master, let me live. 



 

Call to Confession 

Silence 

Prayer of Confession 
Dear God, we often have not welcomed the children 
as Jesus has commanded. Too many children in our 
community and world suffer from violence, abuse, 
neglect and poverty. We know that if we were to join 
together to welcome and care, to celebrate and honor 
our children we would save ourselves and our world. 
We need forgiveness. We want to make amends. We 
want to change. We want to learn to welcome all 
children, for in loving and caring for them, we 
welcome your reign of justice and peace. 

Assurance of Grace 

Message in Music  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
Prayer of the Day 

The Old Testament Lesson   Jeremiah 11:18-20 

It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then 
you showed me their evil deeds. But I was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me 
that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree 
with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so 
that his name will no longer be remembered!” But you, 
O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart 
and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to 
you I have committed my cause. 

The Epistle Lesson                James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a  

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your 
good life that your works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish 



 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every 
kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest 
of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near 
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war 
within you? You want something and do not have it; so you 
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain 
it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded.                    
One: The Word of God   All: Thanks be to God!  

*The Gospel Lesson                   Mark 9:30-37 
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did 
not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, 
saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after 
being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand 
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the 
house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the 
way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued 
with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called 
the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first 
must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little 
child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 
said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 



 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 
but the one who sent me.”  

One: The Gospel of Christ   All: Thanks be to God!  

The Message 

Invitation to Stewardship 

Prayer of Dedication 
Eternal God, we present our offerings as a token of 
our love for you. We know that our financial giving is 
not the only thing you require. We remember your 
mandate to take your gospel to the whole world. We 
remember that you desire us to love you with all our 
hearts, our minds, and our souls. We remember that 
you told us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
Help us to measure up in our love and service. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

WE DEPART IN PEACE 
Hymn # 65: “A Mighty Fortress” 
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing, our 
present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. For still 
our ancient foe doth seek to make us woe, with craft and 
power great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth without an 
equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be 
losing, but there is one who takes our side, the one of God’s 
own choosing. You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is 



 

he with mighty pow’r to save, victorious o’er the grave, Christ 
will prevail triumphant! 

And though this world with devils filled, should threaten to 
undo us, we will not fear for God has willed the truth to 
triumph through us. The powers of darkness grim, we 
tremble not for them; their rage we can endure, for lo, their 
doom is sure: One little word shall fell them. 

God’s word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, 
abideth. The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through Christ, who 
with us sideth. Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. 
The body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still, God’s reign 
endures forever. 

Commission & Benediction 

Postlude  

WE FOCUS ON OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
   Today’s bulletin is dedicated to the Glory of God  

in loving memory of   
Etta Mohr by Loving Family 

Leader: Steve Wilcox 
Reader: Kerri Wilcox 

Cantor: Nathan Wilcox 
Guest Organist: Patti Amato  

In Our Thoughts and Prayers… 
Elaine Baker*, Bryan Barbalace, Howard Bethke*, Les & 
Vivian Bowser, Casey Brewer, Richard Buck, Susan Chiasson, 
Betty Cornes, Shirley Dalgo, Tim Dalgo Jr, Deborah Devan, 
Betty Dillinger*, Joan Edwards*, Sandy Freund, Carleigh 
Ginevan, Brantley Horton, Marie Kachinski, Barbara 
Langenfelder*, Judy Langenfelder, Ruth Langenfelder*, Scott 
Lein, Jim Meyer, Jim Murphy III, Jim Murphy IV, Joyce 
Murphy, Mary Murphy, Catherine Pardo*, Annabell Phillips*, 
Sandy Reitze, Anne Ringsdorf, David Ringsdorf, Shirley 
Ritter*, Darla Smith, Jennifer Sturm, family of John Volz, 
Doris Wengler, Becky Wheeler, Bill Wheeler, Kerri Wilcox, 



 

Zack Winter, service men and women, Peace on Earth.                       
(*Shut-ins) 

Looking Ahead... 
9/20: Turner Seniors (9:30 am) Lower Hall 

      9/22: Essex Golden Agers (Bus Trip to Cape May, NJ) 
9/26: Ice Cream Sunday – Rev. Gene Bartell (9:45 am) 

(Miss Twist Ice Cream Truck will be here after the service) 
9/27: Turner Seniors (9:30 am) Lower Hall 

9/29: Essex Golden Agers (10 am) Lower Hall 
10/3: Communion – Rev. Julius Jefferson (9:45 am) 

                        World Communion Sunday 

UCC MISSION MOMENT 
Mark 9:30-37   First in Caring 

Just Peace Sunday 

It has been said that in Africa, a traditional greeting and 
response is, “How are the children?” and “The children are 
well.” 

“How are the children?” is not a way to inquire about the 
particular youth in one’s own household, but instead is an 
invitation to consider what is most important in the whole 
society, and whether that is being attended to. “The children 
are well” refers not just to the health of a few of the children 
who are known to the conversation partners, but the peace 
and prosperity of all of society. This question, and its 
response, is a way of assuring that the most important 
priorities of the community are placed first.  

A movie available from the United Church of Christ Palestine 
Israel Network (UCC PIN) called How Are the Children? tells 
the stories of Palestinian children, some as young as five 
years old, detained by Israeli forces in the West Bank of 
Israel. On their website, https://hatcnow.org/, UCC PIN 
responds to some questions that arise from that first and 
most important question, “How are the children?” 

“Since 1967, the United Church of Christ has spoken through 
General Synod resolutions regarding issues of peace and 



 

justice in the Middle East. Long before that, mission 
personnel of our predecessor denominations worked 
successfully to create partnerships of mutuality and ministry 
throughout the region. Here we provide information on 
various aspects of UCC witness related to the experience of 
children in Palestine and Israel.  These links provide 
information regarding the 2017 UCC resolution of witness 
concerning Palestinian children in Israeli military detention.”* 

*From the website page https://hatcnow.org/ucc-resolutions-
and-faqs/ You can also find links to the movie “How Are the 
Children?” and guides for utilizing this powerful resource with 
your congregation, on the website https://hatcnow.org/. 

For 30 years, the Just Peace Church pronouncement has 
inspired a grassroots movement of UCC congregations 
committed to corporately naming and boldly proclaiming a 
public identity as a justice-doing, peace-seeking church. For 
more information about Just Peace, visit ucc.org. 

UNFAILING LOVE 
“This is my commandment, that you love another  

as I have loved you.”  ~ John 15:12 

This year’s Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is 
focused on supporting organizations and projects that are 

serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities. 
One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American 

Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by 
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide 
funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading 

justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
in their communities. A special giving envelope will be 

included in the October Messenger, as well as available in the 
church narthex. Donations may be made through online 

giving. The Neighbors in Need offering will be received each 
Sunday through October 24th. 

 

https://hatcnow.org/ucc-resolutions-and-faqs/
https://hatcnow.org/ucc-resolutions-and-faqs/
https://www.ucc.org/justice/advocacy_resources/pdfs/just-peace/just-peace-church-pronouncement-1985.pdf


 

 
 



 

Church Staff 
Ministers   All members of Zion UCC 

Tim Dalgo, Sr.  Council President  410-608-1670 
                                           Email: tadalgo@comcast.net 
Jane Anderson           Congregational Care   410-598-2110  

                                 Email: janeanderson8@comcast.net 
Thad Paulhamus Music Director  443-610-7844 

John Hayman  Caretaker  443-904-3910 

                                   Email: caretaker@zionuccmd.com  

Jen Pilarski  Sunday School Super. 410-303-7446 

Rev. C. Larry Fisher Pastor Emeritus                      

Administrative Office: 410-687-0980 
* Press 1 to leave voicemail message 

* Press 2 for Pastoral Services 

* Press 3 to contact Council President 

* Press 4 to contact Cemetery 
* Press 5 to contact Caretaker 

* Press 6 to contact Congregational Care 
Website: www.zionuccmd.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/zionuccmd 

General Email: info@zionuccmd.com 

Live worship is held each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary 
as well as live streamed on our website. The education building is 
also open and available for meetings, community groups, and 
other gatherings.  

The church office is closed during business hours but open to 
members by appointment. The phone and email are monitored, 
and all incoming mail is processed daily. For convenience, you may 
leave envelopes, mail, etc. in the locked box on the office porch. 
Bulletins and other materials are also available on the porch. 

If you require pastoral services, please call the office at (410) 
687-0980 & press #2 or email “pastor@zionuccmd.com”. Tim 
Dalgo will arrange for a local, on-call pastor to contact you.  

                        

7146 Golden Ring Road   Essex, MD 21221 

http://www.zionuccmd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/zionuccmd

